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                                           LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

  The elders and Pastor Colageo have confirmed the following special worship services: 
 

 

               Wednesday April 5 - 7 p.m. Vespers service - all with Holy Communion 
 

        Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday – 10 a.m. Divine service with Holy Communion 
 

                                 Thursday, April 13 – 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday service with Holy Communion 
                                                                              Friday, April 14  

                                                                  12 noon  Good Friday service 

                                                                      7 p.m.  Tenebrae service 
                                                                         (NO Holy Communion) 

 

                               Sunday, April 16 – 10 a.m. Easter Festival Divine service with Holy Communion 

http://www.immanuel-mnh.org/
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Pastor’s article…… 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God our heavenly Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

They came to arrest Him, calling for Jesus the Nazarene.  

 

Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM; so if you seek Me, let these others go.” John 18:8 

 

That’s the Gospel. God Himself (I AM) stands in for us, and takes the blows we had coming, while we go free. 

 

But the blows . . .what He said “Yes” to, this is measurable love beyond measure. But if you want to attempt to measure 

His love (and if Lent has any purpose, that’s it!), I encourage you to watch “The Passion of the Christ.” 

Shut off your phone, and when you’re free of distractions, take it in. You will have devotions. 

 

I first saw the film on Ash Wednesday 2004, the day it came out. Below is an article I wrote for the Bangor Daily News 

shortly thereafter. I hope it resonates with you.            

In Jesus’ love, 

+Pastor 

                                   ___________________________________________________ 
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I saw The Passion of the Christ last week. I’ll admit that it was more than I could take, and I was too wrung out from 

literally hanging on for dear life for two hours to weigh controversies. I never could understand how someone who 

worships a Jew could be labeled as “anti-Semitic” in the first place. Mel Gibson’s stated purpose was “aletheia.” (New 

Testament Greek word for “truth”)  It literally means “unforgetting.” He helped us to “unforget” that a pretty crucifix is one 

thing, but the thing itself is another.  This film actually put us all back in the courtyard, and we had the scourged Christ 

presented to us, “Ecce Homo!” I was there, too. 

The same riot breaks out here and now. “Don’t blame me!” We take the false things personally. It’s false to blame the 

Jewish people. It was their Organized Religious Leadership that handed Jesus over to the torturers. If the film is anti-

anything, it’s anti-Organized Religion. But even though I’m a pastor, that wasn’t my role to take personally.  I also watched 

my Italian ancestors inflict unspeakable and interminable cruelties upon my dearest Friend, but I don’t think the film is a 

message against Italians, and that wasn’t my cameo either. What a morbid new fad!  Every brand of humankind is now 

ashamed for the sins of their ancestors. It makes us feel virtuous to apologize and make (symbolic!) reparations for things 

that happened before we were born; we need closure for shame we didn’t cause. But we still shamelessly refuse to leave 

our own darling sins and hatreds. We are false.  

“Whose fault was it?”- is a false question. Let’s ask the real question: “Was the Passion about me?” The huge funnel over 

my head in that Theater poured the love of God down from heaven on this poor sinner with every tearing lash and every 

cruel nail, saying, “My Passion is you, dear heart.” It’s 2,000 years too late to distance myself from it. They were my sins 

that He carried to that Cross, they were my own “iniquities for which He was despised.” His Mother asked, “When will You 

choose to be delivered from this?” Not until He was “finished” paying for your way Home, dear reader. And we have no 

more power to distance ourselves from His sufferings than we had power to put Him there. It wasn’t the Jews who put Him 

there. It wasn’t the Italians, either. It was the LORD who was “pleased to bruise Him.”  “No man took His life, He laid it 

down Himself.”  

I did take one scene personally. Did you hear the crowd calling for my release in the courtyard? I was the one who got 

away scot-free.  

That’s the Gospel. Jesus dies, we go free. It’s the power of God into salvation- “to the Jew first” and then to people like 
me. Am I offended?  How could I be? I worship a Jew.  
 

Don Colageo     Pastor, Hope Lutheran Church  
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From the Elders… 
April 2017 
 

Easter Greetings! 
 

I have taught Sunday School off and on since my oldest was in 5th Grade. I enjoy teaching children of this age (and a little older) 
because this is about the time at which they are introduced to ancient civilizations. They may be hearing in school about ancient 
Egypt, the pyramids, Mesopotamia, Persia, and the Greeks and Romans. I have the joy of helping them connect the dots between 
what they are learning in church and what they are learning in school. Indeed, one of my larger goals over the years has been to 
show that the Bible stories we tell in Sunday School took place at a real time and in a real place in world history. 
 

Recently, my students expressed their own goals to me. They want to understand what we believe, teach and confess as Lutherans 
and why. Under the guidance of Pastor Colageo, we modified their curriculum accordingly, beginning with the Crux Theologorum, the 
cross of the theologian. 
 

To begin, we focused on the idea of God's grace, reconsidering a lesson from earlier this year in which we contrasted the notions of 
God's justice, mercy and grace: 
 

• Justice is "getting what we deserve," that is, eternal damnation; 

• Mercy is "not getting what we deserve," so we're not eternally damned; and 

• Grace is "getting what we don't deserve," eternal life. 
 
The Crux Theologorum is the paradox that arises because 1) God's grace is universal - "He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world." (1 John 2:2 ESV, emphasis mine) - and 2) it is by God's grace alone that we are 
saved - "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God." (Ephesians 2:8 ESV) 
But if God's grace is universal and God's grace is all that's needed, why are some not saved? 
 

As Lutherans, we recognize that only with this paradox in place can the true Gospel be preached. We trust we are saved by grace 
alone. If not, we cannot know whether we are saved. We trust that God's grace is universal. If not, we cannot know if salvation is 
meant for us. We trust in God, embracing this mystery, which enables us to hear the Gospel in all its truth and purity. 
 

As a teacher, I almost never ask a question to which I do not already know the answer. I work hard to help my students get to that 
answer themselves because, if they figure it out for themselves, they will remember it. But how do I help them get to the answer: "It's 
a mystery to which God has not given us the answer?" I suppose this is the Crux Magistorum, the cross of the [Sunday School] 
teacher. 
 

Yours in Christ, Jim Mange 
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             Lift Every Voice 
 

Welcome to our new feature!  We will be highlighting a hymn for you each month.  We hope you will                  

enjoy this.  We will welcome your feedback. 
 

Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

Hymn # 434 LSB 
  

Each hymn and spiritual song printed in our hymnbook has a scripitual reference (see this on the very bottom of the right side of the 

page).  The main reference for this hymn is John 1:29. 
  

―Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world‖   

This hymn is what is known as a versification of paraphrase of the Angus Dei, used in the Liturgy of Holy Communion; “Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us// grant us your peace”. 
  

 Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross did suffer, 
                                                         Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn did offer. 

       All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
                                                         Have mercy on us (Thy peace be with us) O Jesus! 
 

The author of the hymn is Nikolaus Decius, a German monk who became a follower of Martin Luther and he is also the composer of 
the tune (Lamm Gottes, unschaldig).  He was born in Upper Franconia in Bavaria around 1485 and was educated at the University of 
Leipzig and obtained a master’s degree at Wittenburg University.  He was an educator and later became a Lutheran preacher and 
pastor. He died in either 1541 or 1546 in Stettin, Germany where he had been pastor of St. Nicholas Church.  The cause of death 
was determined to be poisoning. Our source does not state whether it was accidental or an act of criminality.  Decius wrote other 
hymns and composed other music.  He composed the hymn tune “Allein Gott in der Hoh sei Erh” which was later adapted by Luther.  
His “Lamm Gottes” was later used by J.S. Bach as a cantus firmus in the opening chorus of his St. Matthew Passion. 
 

This hymn is one of our most solemn and reminds us of Christ’s atoning death.  The Cross of Redemption at that very moment 
became the one, true and only axis mundi, the pivotal point where heaven and earth meets for all time and eternity. 
 

“So, when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said “It is finished”, and bowing His head, He gave up His Spirit” John 19:30 (NKJV) 
                        
Dick Campbell              
              
   
 



THE IMMANUEL MESSENGER April 2017 

 

6 

 

 
Easter Flowers – Please be a part of decorating our sanctuary for Easter Sunday! The beautiful plants will be 
provided by Merrimack Flower Shop & Greenhouse. There are extra order forms on the counter below the 
mailboxes in the narthex. The deadline to order is Sunday, April 2nd! 
 
 
Faith Conversations Women's Bible Study 
 

We continue to meet at the church on the first and third Thursdays at 10 a.m. and go until about 11:45 a.m.  We are 
using short studies from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. All women are welcome to attend for study, 
coffee, yummy baked goods, friendship, and prayer. (Going out to lunch afterwards has also been known to happen.) 
If you cannot attend but would like a copy of the studies or the LWML web link, let us know. (Gail, Virginia, Rita, 
Pauline, Joyce, Vera, Gwen, Cindy, Shirley, and Margie) 

 
 
 
Calling youth of all ages! We need your help (kids and adults alike!) to put on our annual Easter Breakfast.  If 

you are interested in helping with this year's Easter Breakfast please see the sign-up sheets on the bulletin 

board in the narthex or contact Melissa Gaumont for details at Meljotte@yahoo.com, or 603-682-0328. We will 

also need folks to help with set-up the day prior and help the morning of Easter.  

 

New Portals of Prayer Booklets – Time to pick up your new copy of Portals of Prayer underneath the mailboxes in the 

narthex. 

 

New Sunday Coffee Hours   We now have two Coffee Hours!  One during the Bible study hour and one immediately 
following church service for coffee & social time. Please refer to the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall and sign up on 
one or both sheets to show off your baking skills!  All donations are greatly appreciated.                 

 
LWML Mites Donations  Bet you didn’t know that your pocket change could make an impact around the world and here in New 

England! Please consider dropping your extra change in the 2 collection containers.  One is located in the narthex and 

a bigger collection box in the Fellowship Hall on the table with our Sunday morning Bible Study snacks. If you have 

any questions, please see Cynthia Grenier.  Also, please keep LWML in your prayers. 

mailto:Meljotte@yahoo.com
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          Immanuel Christian Preschool News 
  

March has been a wonderful, busy and happy month in preschool!  April is quickly approaching and 

that is always a fun month. During the month of April, we will be learning the Easter story, 

decorating our classrooms with lots of Easter eggs, crosses, and spring pictures. Our children 

especially enjoy learning and singing songs at chapel with Pastor and Kathy Mange. 
 

During the month of April, we will be doing kindergarten screenings to prepare for the big move into kindergarten 

next fall.  This is a very exciting time for the children as they anticipate going to the BIG school with their 

siblings!  Our students will also be busy finishing their alphabet and number books, and spending lots of time playing 

in the sandbox, looking for bugs on the playground and having fun!  
 

T-SHIRT’S FOR SALE! – Immanuel Christian Preschool T-shirts are available to purchase!  Order deadline will be 

Friday, April 7th.  You can place your orders and payment in the envelope in the preschool hallway.  Checks payable 

to Immanuel Christian Preschool 
 

 

Book Fair - On Friday, April 21st Immanuel Christian Preschool is celebrating literacy at Barnes & 

Noble, located at 1741 South Willow Street in Manchester.  We will be kicking off our BOOK FAIR at 

1pm! Friends are invited to come and listen to a special guest author, Lena Zerbinopoulis, she will be reading her 

story, Marie, Marie, What Will You Be.  Immanuel families are invited to mingle with teachers, parents and shop 

for books.  Barnes & Noble will contribute a percentage of the sales during that time to our school.  All you have 

to do is tell a cashier you are from Immanuel Christian Preschool, and they will ensure our 

school gets credit for your purchases.  (Great news – café consumables are included, too!  Buy 

coffee and a cookie and tell the cashier you’re supporting the Immanuel Christian Preschool 

book fair.)  I hope to see you there! 

Egg Donations - We are in need of 6 dozen hard boiled “white” eggs and are hoping that you 

would be willing to volunteer your time to boil a dozen or two for a preschool project.  If you're 
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interested in helping us, there is a sign-up sheet on the narthex bulletin board.  Please label the container or Ziploc 

bag “For Preschool” and leave on the Preschool shelf in the refrigerator by Sunday, April 9th.  Thank you! 
 

CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS - Keep those labels coming!  Labels can be placed in the red box in the narthex or 

preschool hallway.  We will soon be placing our order for butterfly larvae.  We will watch the chrysalises as the 

butterflies grow and mature and then we’ll release them into God’s beautiful world during the month 

of May. 
 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION – We are still in the enrollment process for the 2017-2018 school 

year. If you know of any families with small children, please invite them to visit our preschool.  We 

think it’s a pretty special place and look forward to full classrooms and lots of smiling faces next fall!  

If you have any questions about the preschool, please call Cristina at (622-0309).  Also, we need your 

help posting flyers about our preschool and upcoming open houses.  Flyers can be posted in your 

workplace kitchens/break rooms, local libraries, community bulletin boards, grocery stores, etc.  

Please call Cristina if you can post flyers for the preschool. 
 

PRESCHOOL PRAYER PARTNERS – Please keep your prayer partners close to your hearts and pray that the love of Jesus 

will shine in their lives. If you would like to drop off an Easter card be sure to have it to me before April 12th. Also, pray for 

each child’s health and safety during the upcoming spring break.  School will be closed for Spring break from April 24 – April 

28.      
 

APRIL FOOD DONATION   –   MACARONI AND CHEESE    

 

God’s Blessings, 

Mrs. Kearns 

 

 

 
 



THE IMMANUEL MESSENGER April 2017 

 

9 

 

April 2017 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 4/1 
      8 am Elders Meeting 

4/2  5
th

 Sunday of Lent 4/3 4/4 4/5 4/6 4/7 4/8 
9 am Sunday School and 
Adult Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with 
Holy Communion 

 6:30 pm 
Property Board 
Mtg. (FH) 

7 pm Lent Service 10 am – 12 pm 
Faith Conv. 
Women’s Bible 
Study (FH) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 pm Heritage 
Quilt Guild (FH) 

8:30am to 11:30am 
Church Council 
Meeting (FH) 

 

4/9  Palm Sunday 4/10 4/11 4/12 4/13 4/14 4/15 

9 am Sunday School and 
Adult Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with 
Holy Communion 

 6:30 pm 
Preschool 
Board Mtg 

 7 pm Maundy 
Thursday Service 

12 pm Good 
Friday Service 
7 pm Tenebrae 
Service 

 

4/16  Resurrection of Our 
Lord/Easter Sunday 

4/17 4/18 4/19 4/20 4/21 4/22 

9 am Resurrection of Our 
Lord Divine Service with Holy 
Communion 

No Sunday School or Adult 
Bible Study 

NO SCHOOL    10 am – 12 pm 
Faith Conv. 
Women’s Bible 
Study (FH) 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

  

4/23  2
nd

 Sunday of Easter 4/24 4/25 4/26 4/27 4/28 4/29 

9 am Sunday School and 
Adult Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with 
Holy Communion 

6:30 pm Stamp 
Club (FH) 
 

NO 

 
 
 

SCHOOL 

 
 
 

EASTER / SPRING 

6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

VACATION 

 
 
 

WEEK 

 

4/30  3
rd

 Sunday of Easter       

9 am Sunday School and 
Adult Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with 
Holy Communion 

      

 

Attention church officers, board chairs, and other group leaders: As you plan your meetings and events, please contact the church office to 
add to the calendar. Even if events are not held at Immanuel, we’d like a calendar that shows all of Immanuel’s activities so that anyone who’s not 
currently a member of your group will feel welcome and know when to attend. 
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People serving at Divine Service in April 2017 

Date Usher Acolyte 
Communion 

Assistant Lector Greeters Altar Care 

4/2/2017 

Joel Applegete, 
Kent Freshour, 
Maria Love Kevin Mange 

Jim Mange, Rick 
Otte Kent Freshour 

Phil Zimmerman, 
Cynthia Grenier Karen Colageo 

4/5/2017 Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer   

4/9/2017 

Donna Houle, 
Katie Palmer, 
Kent Freshour 

Bowen 
Bilodeau 

Jim Wilkie, Dan 
Blakeman 

Gail Cherochak 
or Joyce 
Ackerman 

Mark & Gwen 
Oien 

Donna Houle & 
Marina Kirsch 

4/13/2017 Volunteer Volunteer Rick Otte, Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 
Wendy Wilkie & 
Roseann Helwig 

4/14/2017 Volunteer Volunteer N/A N/A Volunteer N/A 

4/14/2017 Volunteer Volunteer N/A N/A Volunteer N/A 

4/16/2017 

Ed Flaherty, Jim 
Mange, 
Volunteer 

Hannah 
McClaughry-
Bertelsen 

Kent Freshour, Doug 
Gootee Claire Flaherty 

Joel Applegate, 
Jim Mange 

Rita Hennessy, 
Cynthia Grenier 

4/23/2017 

Helgard & Marina 
Kirsch, Joel 
Applegate Kate Bilodeau 

Rick Otte, Jim 
Mange 

Dick 
Buechsenschuet
z 

Jim & Wendy 
Wilkie 

Wendy Wilkie & 
Roseann Helwig 

4/30/2017 

Ken & Rosanna 
Koehlert, Jim 
Mange 

Hannah 
McClaughry-
Bertelsen 

Jim Wilkie, Dan 
Blakeman Rita Hennessy 

Phil Zimmerman, 
Cynthia Grenier 

Stephanie 
Sanderson, Laura 
Brulet & Marcia 
Gootee 
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  APRIL BIRTHDAYS           APRIL BAPTISMAL                       APRIL    
                                        BIRTHDAYS                              ANNIVERSARIES  

 
1   Kate Bilodeau                    3   Debbie Holman          17  Norman & Darlene  Belleville 

4   Chris Moser          7   Maria Love                     30  Dick & Maria Love                      
5   Jennifer Kazakis            9   Dick Love                        

7   Helgard Kirsch         10  Kevin Mange                

18 Madison Blakeman        30  Madison Blakeman       

19 Linnea Holz 
20 Deb Holman 
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Lutheran Church Extension Fund – Have You Invested Yet? 
 

Join the other Immanuel members that have 
already invested in LCEF These funds are 
used in the New England District to make 
loans to our sister churches to build or 
remodel churches, schools and parsonages.  
While your money is doing this important 
work, you earn a competitive rate of return.  
This is the only investment you can make 
that is designated solely to further God’s 
kingdom as we are directed by the Great 
Commission.  All LCEF investments have 
two things in common: 1) LCEF loans funds 
to ministries of the LCMS and 2) LCEF 
investments pay a competitive rate of 
interest. 
 

Simply put, with an LCEF investment, 
investors get the added satisfaction of 
knowing that your investment supports 
ministry; your dollars are working to build the 
kingdom of God. We call this Spiritually 
Responsible Investing. Your investment 
funds not only help build churches, schools, 
seminaries, Synodical colleges, and more, 
but are also available to you and your family 
when you need them.  
 

Special Programs for new investors: The 
Young Investors’ Club – helps teach 

children about Discipleship and Stewardship 
by making it possible to invest in church 
growth.  This investment for investors under 
the age of 19 has an added incentive for 
saving on the first $1000 invested! The 
Connect PLUS! Two-Year Fixed Term 
Note provides a special rate for New 
Investors on the first $5000 invested and a 
great rate on anything over the initial $5000. 
Check the rates for details.   

 

Contact Doug and Marcia Gootee, 
Immanuel’s LCEF representatives at (603) 
548-0262 for more information, or contact 
LCEF directly at 1-800-THE-LCEF or log on 
to www.LCEF.org. 
 

Here are the interest rates that have been set for 
April 2017:  

 

Term Notes 
(a certificate of deposit - $500 minimum deposit): 

Six months:     0.500% (0.501% APY) 
Nine months:     0.625% (0.626% APY) 
One Year:    0.750% (0.752% APY) 
Eighteen Months:  0.875%             (0.878% APY) 
Two years:    1.000% (1.004% APY) 
Three years:     1.125% (1.130% APY) 
Five years:    1.500% (1.508% APY) 
 

 

Partner PLUS! 
Two years  Up to $25,000:  2.000%  (2.015% 
APY) 
Four years Up to $25,000:  2.500%  (2.524% 
APY) 
Four years Over  $25,000:  1.000%  (1.005% 
APY) 
 

Connect PLUS!  
Up to $5,000 3.000% (3.034%APY)  
Over $5,000 1.000% (1.004%APY) 
 

Floating Rate Term Notes 
(A certificate of deposit - $100 minimum deposit) 

Thirty months:    1.000%  (1.004% APY) 
Sixty months:     1.250%    (1.256% APY) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dedicated Certificates 
(a savings account - $10 minimum deposit) 

Less than $1,000 bal.: 0.125%       (0.125% 
APY) 
$1,000 to $5,000 bal.: 0.250%       (0.250% 
APY) 
Over $5,000 balance: 0.375%       (0.376% 
APY) 
 

 
(These are limited-transaction checking accounts.) 
 

Y.I. Steward Account 
(Young Investors under 18) 

$25 - $999.99              3.500%       (3.557% APY) 
$1000 and over:              1.000%       (1.005% APY) 
 

Family Emergency Steward Account* 
$25 minimum deposit: 1.000% (1.005% APY) 
*monthly electronic transfers required until balance 
reaches $10,000 
 

Regular Steward Account 
($100 minimum deposit) 

Less than $1,000:         0.375%         (0.376% APY) 
$1,000 - $5,000:             0.500%         (0.501% APY) 
$5,000 - $10,000:           0.625%         (0.627% APY) 
$10,000 and over:         0.875%         (0.879% APY) 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund is to provide opportunity to make funds and 
services available in support of the Great 
Commission through the Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod. 
 

 

http://www.lcef.org/
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4 STEPS TO IMPROVING FINANCIAL FITNESS 
 

In order to stay physically fit, we know we need to maintain a healthy diet and exercise regimen. When it comes to our personal 
finances, being well-versed on how credit works is a vital part of having a healthy financial life. In today’s credit-based economy, 
many of us could benefit from wise counsel on how our credit score works.  
 

Here are four ways to maintain and increase your creditworthiness: 
 

Exercise regularly. Romans 13:8 is a gentle reminder: “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another.” Do your best to pay off balances at the end of each month or, at the very least, pay more than the minimum payment. Your 
statements indicate how long it will take to pay off your balance making only minimum payments. You’ll end up paying the debt many 
times over.  
 

Use healthy portions. Since 30% of your credit score is influenced by how close you are to the card limit, it’s wise not to overspend. 
A good rule of thumb is to not use more than 35% of your card’s available credit; going over this percentage can lower your credit 
score.   
 

Get regular checkups. Don’t be afraid to check your credit score! Proverbs 27:23 says, “Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, 
and attend to your herds.” All three bureaus (Experian, Equifax and TransUnion) allow you one free credit report each year. V iewing 
your report allows you to make sure you’re in good shape, or to check your progress if you’re recovering from past credit issues.  
And, if there are errors, you can get them corrected as soon as possible. 
  
Pace yourself. Experts report that consumers spend 23% more money with credit cards than when they pay with cash. Do you really 
need that item or do you just want it? Next time you are shopping, consider waiting 24 hours to see if you still really must have that 
new item.  
 

Everyone’s financial situation is different, but understanding and maintaining – or increasing – your credit score is a big step toward 
being financially fit.  
 

This article provided compliments of Thrivent Financial and John Klyop, FIC, Associate, 603-328-8152, john.klyop@thrivent.com. 
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