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A Mighty Fortress, In Jesus the Victory Is Won!
That is the theme for this year’s VBS at Immanuel Lutheran Church. We will have
age appropriate lessons, games, and activities that give even the youngest campers
engaging and exciting ways to learn about Jesus.
2017 Vacation Bible School
July 31 to August 4
To register go to our website

www.immanuel-mnh.org
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Pastor’s article……
Beloved Saints of Immanuel,
Christ is Risen! LCMS Churches of our size never get to hear a sermon on the seventh Sunday of Easter, because
we typically celebrate Ascension that Sunday. But here is a brief “midweek sized” version. Words from the actual
text are in CAPS. I am speaking of the LCMS in general, not necessarily of our Church. But if the shoe fits, I’ll repent
too. In Jesus’ love, +Pastor

“Inside Out”
1 Peter 4:7–14 beginning with v 7: THE END OF ALL THINGS IS AT HAND
When you read THE END OF ALL THINGS IS AT HAND, you get this first Passover in Egypt flavor: Eat with your belts tight for travel,
this is going down right. . . now. But as American Christians, we have read texts like this and said, “yeah, THE END OF ALL THINGS,
that FOREIGN alarmist part was for those first persecuted Christians, but if we can ferrite out anything useful to apply to our lives here
and now where Christians are many and respected, amen. Not anymore.
BELOVED, THINK IT NOT STRANGE CONCERNING THE FIRE PRESSURING YOU, AS THOUGH SOME FOREIGN THING WAS
COMING TO PASS ON YOU. Not FOREIGN. Think about it. The FOREIGN THING was happening to us most of our lives, when we
were many and respected, when things were inside-out. What do I mean by inside-out? We looked for comfort in the world and for
drama in the Church. Inside-out. We had no PRESSURE from the outside world, Christians were tolerated; the only FIERY TRIALS
were inside the Church, the drama of the voters’ meetings, and the backbiting, settling for cultural Lutheranism over true Reformation,
and consequently the autoimmune diseases of heresy have yanked the Church inside out and diluted the Gospel that we were
supposed to give the world.
Outside, we were world-beaters like everyone else, we wove the scarlet thread of redemption into the American Flag like everyone
else, looking for “our best life now,” like everyone else, and so we fumbled to bring our irrelevant brand of Jesus to the outside world
that already accepted us as their own. That was STRANGE.
While inside, tearing other Christians down, exposing each other’s’ shame is insanity. SOMETHING FOREIGN WAS HAPPENING TO
US! Lovelessness. Not only on the inside, but on the outside. Editing our Creed so that the world would be comfortable with us, and
we would be comfortable in the world, when we owed them the truth? We were inside-out. We thought that if we just became a little
more like the world, the world would like us, and come with us. But it was a mirage: The only way they join us, is the same way we did;
we hated ourselves, and ran to Christ. But to our shame, it was the world that rejected our cowardly offer at détente, in order to keep
their creed.
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So now Bible times are back. Now the outside is out, CALLING EVIL GOOD, AND GOOD EVIL and bringing the heat upon Christians
to do the same. Or haven’t you notice the Bill of Rights evaporating? And the Church panics like this was SOME FOREIGN THING not
included in the brochure. But it is not STRANGE. Jesus told us it would happen, and St. Peter puts it in the brochure.
Outside, it’s the very trials that we suffer at the hands of the world that are the holy evidence that we are the BLESSED. Now these
Scriptures on persecution don’t seem FOREIGN at all. Not anymore.
And neither do the Scriptures on the Church inside. Jesus invites us to the inside that’s in, the sanctuary from the world, and for the
world, that was here for us all along, undiluted, a culture all its own, where His divine gifts flow in abundance, WHERE THIEVES
CANNOT BREAK IN AND STEAL, where RADICAL LOVE IS FIRST IN ALL THINGS.
Let’s take the grace inside the Church as the Holy Spirit describes it! 9HOSPITABLE ONE TO ANOTHER WITHOUT BICKERING.
Redeemed sinners who have each other’s back, both with our mouths and our wallets. 10JUST AS EACH RECEIVED A GIFT OF
GRACE, now that we’re forgiven, we can afford to SERVE THE SAME TO EACH OTHER AS GOOD STEWARDS that Christ by His
strength colors into instruments in His orchestra of grace.
Having had our own sins covered, LET A MAN SPEAK AS THE ORACLES OF GOD, the highest of which is covering sins! LOVE
COVERS A MULTITUDE OF SINS. Covering sins means atonement! Atonement is what Jesus did on the cross, and atonement is the
talk we talk.
That’s true sanity according to the Scriptures. Using the power that Christ has breathed on us, saying to that sin, “PULL YOURSELF
UP BY THE ROOTS from this poor terrified sinner AND PLANT YOURSELF in the cross of Christ and knowing IT WILL OBEY YOU.
Cover sins! SANE and BLESSED! Inside-out? Jesus puts it right.
In Christ, in holy Church, BE SANE, BEING SOBER AND CLEAR TO PRAY, IN ORDER THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD BE GLORIFIED
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, whether by love ruling inside the Church, or by the heat of reproach brought to bear on us outside by the
world, JUST AS YOU ARE PARTAKERS OF CHRIST’S SUFFERINGS; BLESSED ARE YOU, FOR THE SPIRIT OF GLORY AND OF
GOD RESTS UPON YOU. Amen.
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From the Elders…
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Over the past couple of month's I have described changes in our Middle School curriculum designed to help my students understand
what we, as Lutherans, believe, teach and confess. We began with the Crux Theologorum, a paradox without which the true Gospel
cannot be preached.
Last month we discussed how the early church used "genera" to describe Jesus' divine and human natures and how they interact. We
saw that, in the genus majestaticum, his divine nature receives nothing from his human nature but that his human nature receives
supernatural gifts and qualities from the divine. I promised to explore a few of the implications that the genus majestaticum has for
Lutheran doctrine. In exploring these implications, I have borrowed heavily from Kilcrease1
Reformed churches deny the genus majestaticum. They assert that the finite, i.e., a human being, is not capable of the infinite, i.e.,
God. This assertion focuses attention on our human understanding of what it means to be finite, but it implies that the infinite is in some
way limited by the finite, a logical contradiction. So one implication of the genus majestaticum, however difficult to understand, is that
the finite is, in fact, capable of the infinite.
Paul tells us that "He who descended is the one who also ascended far above the heavens, that he might fill all things." (Eph 4:10,
ESV, emphasis added). This, of course, is a proof text for Jesus' omnipresence. Note that it was the Person of Christ who ascended,
not just his divine nature. (Acts 1:9) By virtue of the genus majestaticum, therefore, a human being, Jesus Christ, is omnipresent! Again,
the finite is somehow capable of the infinite.
Describing events after he was called, Matthew tells us that the Pharisees asked Jesus' disciples why Jesus was dining with tax
collectors and sinners. Jesus replied, in part, "For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners." (Matt 9:13b, ESV) In that moment,
Jesus offered divine forgiveness to those with whom he dined.
In a different setting, Jesus describes another meal, saying "Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up on the last day... This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever
feeds on this bread will live forever." (John 6:54, 58, ESV) By his death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus' words have been fulfilled.
The genus majestaticum, in other words, supports and deepens our understanding of the doctrine of the real presence of Jesus' body
and blood in the Sacrament.
Knowing this, let us then, every Sunday, truly "taste and see that the LORD is good!" (Psa 34:8a)
In Christ,
Jim Mange

1

Kilcrease, Jack D., The Self-Donation of God: A Contemporary Lutheran Approach to Christ and His Benefits, Wipf & Stock, 2013,
pp 183 - 196.
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Lift Every Voice
Hail Thee Festival Day
Hymn # 489 LSB

Our Hymn this month is one that encompasses three Holy Days in the Church’s calendar this time of
the Church year.
Refrain: Hail Thee Festival Day, Blest day to be hallowed Forever,
Easter: Day when our Lord was raised, breaking the kingdom of death.
Ascension: Day when our risen Lord, rose to the heavens to reign,
Pentecost: Day when the Holy Ghost, shown in the world His Grace.
The verse of the day is the only one sung and can be sung antiphonically between congregation and choir or the
congregation can sing both designated parts. The refrain is then repeated. The hymn is sung in a light and jubilant
manner, moving smoothly along.
The author of the text is a 6th century monk and poet, Venantius Honorius Fortunatus (530-609) who was an early church
bishop in an area that covered Gaul (France) Spain and Portugal.
The tune composer is Ralph Vaughn Williams, (1872-1958) a well-known British musician whose work is prolific
throughout our hymnal with several settings and arrangements of tunes in the public domain as well as original
compositions of his own (i.e. hymn #501 “Come Down, O Love Devine”). Vaughn Williams is a composer of many secular
works as well as his contributions to sacred music and hymnody. One of his composition, a tonal piece based in Psalm
90, that incorporates the well-known hymn tune “St. Anne” (see Hymn #733) ‘O God, Our Help in Ages Past’ is a beautiful
moving work that I have had privilege to participate in chorus.
Born in England, Vaughn Williams (a family unhyphened name) was a son of an Anglican vicar (priest) who died when he
was very young. He was raised by his mother and a nurse (nanny) who were of the “progressive” persuasion. Early in
life, Ralph became a declared atheist and then later an agnostic. Yet he was to write and compose some very “orthodox”
hymnody.
God really does move in mysterious ways.
Dick Campbell
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Faith Conversations Women's Bible study – We are taking a summer break. There will be
NO classes during June, July and August. (Gail Cherochak)
Attention Men  I would like to provide an opportunity for adult men to meet for an ongoing
forum to discuss issues affecting the challenges of living a true and faithful Christian life in today’s public
square. I propose to open my home for this purpose for at least one or two Saturdays a month. Subjects
under discussion would be issues garnered from thought provoking articles and news stories from
responsible conservative publications. AS this proposal is in the planning stage, I would like to know who
is interested. Also, I am interested in any feedback and/or questions in regards to this idea. Please email
me at suki751@comcast.net or see me at church. You can also leave your name with Pastor Colageo and
I will give you a call back. My idea is to get this off the ground by late summer. Please consider
participation by making it a matter of prayer. (Dick Campbell)
A note of

“Thanks”

from the Property

Board….

After being rained out on May 6, the weather cooperated on Saturday, May 20 for the church’s spring
clean-up. The leaf blower, which disappeared the week before, showed up all by itself! And, best of all,
fourteen faithful volunteers showed up to tidy our beautiful property. Leaves were vacuumed up, weeds
were pulled, Round-Up applied where necessary, the roof, gutters and eaves were all cleaned out and a
lot of work was done on the flower beds. Thanks go out to: Paul Scheuner, Dan Blakeman, Bob Schmidt,
Steve Scaer, Katie Palmer, Joel Applegate, Gail Cherochak, Helgard Kirsch, Joyce Ackerman- Gordon,
Kent Freshour, Phil Zimmerman, Rita Hennessy and Claire & Ed Flaherty. Next time we have a clean-up
day, please consider joining us! We have a lot of fun, we only do what we each can handle (somehow
the Lord gives us exactly who we need), and then we sit down to rest and share lunch together! We’re
truly blessed. (Katie Palmer)
If you borrow something from the church (i.e. leaf blower, chairs, folding tables, punch bowl,
coffee urn), please let someone know! A note on Tammy’s desk, a quick phone call or email
will help us all keep track of our equipment!
6

THE IMMANUEL MESSENGER

June 2017

Camp Pineshore Bible Camp is a 70-year-old tradition of fun, competition, teamwork, safety,
making friends, and finding role models, but more than all of that: it is tradition centered in
Jesus Christ and learning Him. Each camp week takes place at Messiah Lutheran ChurchFitchburg, MA’s campground on the shore of Wyman Pond near Mt. Wachusetts in
Westminster, MA.
Learn more at http://pineshorebiblecamp.org/
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Secrets from the Kitchen…
As summer approaches, it is time to turn off the ovens and give all the cooks a rest. Steve and I would like to
take a break from making the breakfast before Bible study. We would like to take off for most of the summer.
Sunday, June 18th will be the last Sunday we will be making hot breakfast casseroles until September.
Now is your chance to join the early kitchen crew. You will be able to sign up to make coffee and or provide
cold breakfast items for bible study breakfast time. Coffee cakes, doughnuts, muffins and fruit will all work.
Coffee needs to be started by 7:30AM for bible study at 9:00AM. Training is available.

Check the bulletin

board for your chance to sign up.
Many thanks to the following people who provided hot breakfast this past year. The food was delicious.
Joel Applegate
Lyn Buechsenschuetz
Karen Colageo
Cindy Greenier
Roseanne Helwig
Tess Schmidt

Also, thanks to Joel Applegate and Vera Arvidson for their help in setting up every Sunday. We couldn’t have
done it without you.
Many thanks, Debbie Holman
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Immanuel Christian Preschool News
The school year is coming to an end…the classrooms will soon be still and quiet. What a big change from our busy,
noisy, and happy preschool days when the building is filled with children. We thank God for another wonderful year!!
THANK YOU to everyone at Immanuel for donating items to our preschool, supporting our
fundraisers, and especially for your prayers that God will continue to bless our school and
give us endless opportunities to share His Good News as we continue His mission at Immanuel
Christian Preschool.
PRAYER PARTNERS – If you want to send a last note to your preschool prayer partner,
please deliver the note to the preschool mailbox by Sunday, June 4th. All our prayer partners and church
members are invited to join the preschool closing celebrations (see info below). This may be your last
opportunity to meet these children before they move on to kindergarten. Thank you again to all who volunteered
to be prayer partners. We will be doing this again in September, information will be in the late-summer
newsletter about the 2017-2018 Prayer Partner Program!
CLOSING CELEBRRATIONS  Will take place on Wednesday, June 7th at 7 pm and Thursday, June 8th at 10 am.

GRADUATION CLASS – Joey, Kathryn, Dylan, Anna, Aaron, Matilda,
Jaxon, Isabella, Rylee, Owen, Allie, Ava, Braxxton, Madeline, Adelina,
Gabriel, Kaleb, Emily, Robert and Annamae.
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PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION - We still have openings in our three and four-year old preschool
classes! If you know of a child who will be three years old by September 30, please invite them
to call and visit our preschool. Our best advertisers are Immanuel members and our preschool
families!
GOOD SEARCH internet search engine – This is an on-going fundraiser activity for our
preschool. Whenever you need to do an internet search, please use GOOD SEARCH instead of
Google or Yahoo. When you first use GOOD SEARCH, you can designate “Immanuel Christian
School” as your fundraising charity. What could be more fun this summer than sitting in a cool
place with a BIG iced tea and surfing the internet for useful information and great bargains!!
Here is a list of items that you might want to help us with:
Scrap paper (old letterhead, etc.)
Glue Sticks
Stickers (i.e. apples, pumpkins, stars, suns, animals)
Scotch tape
The preschool staff is looking forward to a restful summer vacation but we are also excited about the adventures
and blessings that lie ahead when school resumes next September. Please continue to pray that God blesses the
preschool ministry here at Immanuel Christian Preschool.
God’s Blessings,
Mrs. Kearns
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June 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday 6/1

Friday 6/2

Saturday 6/3

6/10

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

6/ 4 Pentecost

6/5

9 am Sunday School and Adult
Bible study
10 am Divine Service with Holy
Communion

6/11 1st Sunday a. Pentecost

6/7

6/8

6/9

6:30 pm
Property Board
Mtg. (FH)

LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL – 3 DAY

LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL – 2 DAY
10 am Musical
Celebration for 2
day class

6 pm Heritage
Quilt Guild (FH)

7 pm Musical &
Closing
Celebration for 3
day class

6/12

9 am Sunday School and Adult
Bible study
10 am Divine Service with Holy
Communion

6/18 2nd Sunday a. Pentecost

6/6

6/13

6/14

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal – Last
One

6/15

6/16

6:30 pm
Preschool
Board Mtg

6/17
8:30am to 11:30am
Church Council
Meeting (FH)

6/19

6/20

6/21

6/22

6/23

6/25 3rd Sunday a. Pentecost

6/26

6/27

6/28

6/29

6/30

9 am Sunday School and Adult
Bible study
10 am Divine Service with Holy
Communion

6:30 pm
Stamp Club
(FH)

6/24

9 am Sunday School and Adult
Bible study
10 am Divine Service with Holy
Communion

Attention church officers, board chairs, and other group leaders: As you plan your meetings and events, please contact the church office to
add to the calendar. Even if events are not held at Immanuel, we’d like a calendar that shows all of Immanuel’s activities so that anyone who’s not
currently a member of your group will feel welcome and know when to attend.
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People serving at Divine Service June 2017

Date

Usher

Acolyte

Helgard &
6/4/2017 Marina Kirsch, Volunteer
Doug Gootee
Ken &
Rosanna
6/11/2017 Koehlert, Rita
Hennessy

Communion
Assistant
Rick Otte, Jim
Mange

Hannah
Jim Wilkie,
McClaughry- Dan
Bertelsen
Blakeman

Lector

Greeters

Altar Care

Cindy
Ouellette

Phil
Zimmerman,
Cynthia
Grenier

Karen Colageo,
Marcia Blakeman

Katie Palmer

Joel
Applegate,
Jim Mange

Donna Houle &
Marina Kirsch

Rick Otte, Tim
6/18/2017 Sanderson,
Volunteer
Jim Mange

Kent
Freshour,
Doug Gootee

David
Sanderson

Dick & Maria Rita Hennessy,
Love
Cynthia Grenier

Joel
Applegate,
Kent
6/25/2017 Freshour,
Maria Love

Rick Otte, Jim
Mange

Jim Wilkie

Jim & Wendy Wendy Wilkie &
Wilkie
Roseann Helwig

Kevin
Mange
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JUNE BAPTISMAL
BIRTHDAYS
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JUNE
ANNIVERSARIES

2 Tim Sanderson

13 Brenda Melendy

2 Tim & Cindy Ouellette

8 Virginia Stone

16 Lawrence Jache

14 Dan & Marcia Blakeman

14 Joyce Ackerman-Gordon

16 Jim Hull

15 Dan & Christine Kazakis

15 Madeleine Jache

28 Jay & Chris Moser

19 Adrian Robinson
24 Bristol Parker
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Lutheran Church Extension Fund – Have You Invested Yet?
Join the other Immanuel members that have
already invested in LCEF These funds are
used in the New England District to make
loans to our sister churches to build or
remodel churches, schools and parsonages.
While your money is doing this important
work, you earn a competitive rate of return.
This is the only investment you can make that
is designated solely to further God’s
kingdom as we are directed by the Great
Commission. All LCEF investments have two
things in common: 1) LCEF loans funds to
ministries of the LCMS and 2) LCEF
investments pay a competitive rate of
interest.

Contact Doug and Marcia Gootee, Immanuel’s
LCEF representatives at (603) 548-0262 for
more information, or contact LCEF directly at
1-800-THE-LCEF or log on to www.LCEF.org.

Simply put, with an LCEF investment,
investors get the added satisfaction of
knowing that your investment supports
ministry; your dollars are working to build the
kingdom of God. We call this Spiritually
Responsible Investing. Your investment
funds not only help build churches, schools,
seminaries, Synodical colleges, and more,
but are also available to you and your family
when you need them.

Partner PLUS!
Two years Up to $25,000: 2.000% (2.015% APY)
Four years Up to $25,000: 2.500% (2.524% APY)
Four years Over $25,000: 1.000% (1.005% APY)

Special Programs for new investors: The
Young Investors’ Club – helps teach
children about Discipleship and Stewardship
by making it possible to invest in church
growth. This investment for investors under
the age of 19 has an added incentive for
saving on the first $1000 invested! The
Connect PLUS! Two-Year Fixed Term Note
provides a special rate for New Investors on
the first $5000 invested and a great rate on
anything over the initial $5000.
Check the rates for details.

Dedicated Certificates
(a savings account - $10 minimum deposit)
Less than $1,000 bal.:
0.125%
(0.125% APY)
$1,000 to $5,000 bal.:
0.250%
(0.250% APY)
Over $5,000 balance:
0.375%
(0.376% APY)

Here are the interest rates that have been set for
June 2017:
Term Notes
(a certificate of deposit - $500 minimum deposit):
Six months:
0.500%
(0.501% APY)
Nine months:
0.625%
(0.626% APY)
One Year:
0.750%
(0.752% APY)
Eighteen Months: 0.875%
(0.878% APY)
Two years:
1.000%
(1.004% APY)
Three years:
1.125%
(1.130% APY)
Five years:
1.500%
(1.508% APY)

Connect PLUS!
Up
$5,000

3.000%

to
(3.034%APY)

Over $5,000

1.000%

(1.004%APY)

Floating Rate Term Notes
(A certificate of deposit - $100 minimum deposit)
Thirty months: 1.000%
(1.004% APY)
Sixty months: 1.250%
(1.256% APY)
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(These are limited-transaction checking accounts.)
Y.I. Steward Account
(Young Investors under 18)
$25 - $999.99
3.500%
$1000 and over:
1.000%

(3.557% APY)
(1.005% APY)

Family Emergency Steward Account*
$25 minimum deposit: 1.000% (1.005% APY)
*monthly electronic transfers required until balance
reaches $10,000
Regular Steward Account
($100 minimum deposit)
Less than $1,000:
0.375%
$1,000 - $5,000:
0.500%
$5,000 - $10,000:
0.625%
$10,000 and over:
0.875%

(0.376% APY)
(0.501% APY)
(0.627% APY)
(0.879% APY)

The mission of the Lutheran Church Extension
Fund is to provide opportunity to make funds and
services available in support of the Great
Commission through the Lutheran Church —
Missouri Synod.
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LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF
Homeownership means something different to each one of us: It means providing stability for yourself or your family. It means being
part of a community where you can grow and give back to others. It means creating a place of comfort and security to call home.
Isaiah 32:18 shares a vision of what God wants for all of his children. It proclaims, “And my people shall dwell in peaceable habitation
and insure dwellings in quiet resting places.”
“And my people shall dwell in peaceable habitation …” A place where we gather with family and friends; a place where we feel
love, acceptance and comfort.
“… and insure dwellings …” All of God’s people should have the opportunity to live in an area free from fear of invasion; a place to
feel safe and deserving.
“… in quiet resting places.” Where we can be still, where the strain of life is relaxed and we can make room to rest our bodies,
minds and souls.
Homeownership helps create safe, life-giving communities. But not everyone has the opportunity to become a homeowner.
Through Thrivent Builds, a partnership between Thrivent Financial and Habitat for Humanity International, Thrivent members and
volunteers construct, rehabilitate and repair homes in the U.S. and around the world. Thrivent Builds is committed to stabilizing,
strengthening and securing communities by helping provide affordable housing to those in need.
Participating in Thrivent Builds puts generosity in motion by inspiring participants to live generously. Why not consider volunteering to
be a part of neighborhood revitalization?
Together we can work to ensure that all people are provided a sure dwelling and a quiet resting place.
To find out more about Thrivent Builds and how you can participate, visit ThriventBuilds.com.
This article provided compliments of Thrivent Financial and John Klyop, FIC, Associate, 603-328-8152, john.klyop@thrivent.com.
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