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Let us thank the Lord for this New Year that 

He has given us and may our hearts be 

filled with thanksgiving for all the gifts we 

have received from Him. 

 

Happy New Year to all! 
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From the Elders… 
Christmas greetings in the name of Jesus! 
 

We are amid our celebration of our Savior’s miraculous birth on the 25th, His presentation at the temple 
on the 31st, and Epiphany on 1/6, which we will observe on the 7th.  The sanctuary is dressed in white and 
the nativity scene is prominently displayed at the front of the church.  Decorations are all round the room.  
Soon, though, the decorations will be removed and placed back in storage for coming years.  
 

Most of us follow the same process: decorate our homes for Christmas. Then in January the decorations 
are returned to their boxes and placed back in storage for another year.  
 

Do we inadvertently also pack the Reason for the Season in with the decorations and set Him in storage?  
How might something like that happen?  If we fail to stay in the Word throughout the year, we are certainly 
not keeping Christ in our lives in the same way we do when we celebrate His birth.  We have two important 
Sunday activities that you should avail yourself of each week: Sunday School (for the youth) or adult Bible 
study, and of course, Divine Service.  That takes care of one day of the week, but what about the other 
six?  
  

After the Christmas festivities are over and the new year is rung in, most of us head back to work or school.  
God sent His only-begotten Son into our world to save us from our sinful selves.  What response do you 
have for that loving action?  Do you take time each day to be in the Word?  Do you pray every day?  These 
are the day-to-day activities that will keep the Reason for the Season in your hearts and minds.   
 

I pray that you act this year and keep Christ in your hearts daily.  Pray and be in the Word.  It will certainly 
feel a lot like Christmas every day, if you do. 
 

In His service, 

 
Doug Gootee, 

For the Board of Elders 
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 Lift Every Voice 
“Thy Strong Word” LSB #578 

                          Text: Martin H. Franzmann (1907-1976) 
 Tune: Ebenezer: Thomas L. Williams (1868-1944) 

            Biblical ref: Gen. 1:83; Jn. 1:1-14; 2 Cor. 4:6 
 

Last month our hymn started out with the action word “break’, indicating God’s “intrusion” into our world via the birth 
of the Christ Child.  This month we continue with a hymn of His light-bringing method of salvation. I use the word 
“intrusion” as I would be using an illustration of the sudden appearance of a riot squad on a criminal operation; 
deliberate, with force.  In Advent we focused on “darkness, the presence of spiritual “lostness” in the world broken 
by the sudden appearance of God’s Christ “breaking forth” to dispel gloom and despair. 
 

Our God is a god of action and action words clearly describe His work in our world. Our hymn uses the word “cleave” 
in the very first line, a clear indication of a sudden separation of one thing from another.  No bit by bit removal, its 
emphatic, once and for all!  Franzmann’s poetic wording in this hymn and others he has written reflects God’s 
decisiveness (see hymn #834, O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth and hymn # 569, In Adam We Have All Been 
One”).  Look and note his strong action words to emphasize the definite purpose of God’s action in the Gospel.  His 
Presence comes to us in the administration of the Sacraments and the guidance of His Holy Spirit.  Happy news!  He 
wants to break into lives filled with weariness and despair if we will but let Him.  That’s our only job! He wonderfully 
will do all the rest.  That’s what He does!  He does all things well!   Even so, come Lord Jesus.  
Amen. 
 

Dick C. 
 

PS Thanks to Elder Doug Gootee for suggesting this month’s hymn. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS TO WATCH FOR: 
 

Calling all Hockey Fans  Who’s up for a Hockey game?  The Manchester Monarchs 

have invited local churches to bring a group from the church to a Hockey game on 

Sunday, January 21st at 3 p.m. If you’re interested in this event, please sign-up on the 

sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship hallway.  The cost is $16. per person.  

Deadline to purchase tickets is Sunday, January 14th.  If paying by check, please make 

your check out to “Cynthia Grenier” and put “Monarchs Hockey” on the memo line.  Any questions, see 

Cindy Grenier.   

 

 

News, Notes & Tidbits… 
 

Flower Chart Sign Up – The new 2018 Altar Flower chart is now up on the bulletin board in 
the Fellowship Hall entryway. You can sign-up for your special date(s) or just sponsor the 
altar flowers for any Sunday. If you wish to make a dedication, please fill out a “Altar Flowers” 
form and leave it in the church secretary’s mailbox. 
 
 

News from the Evangelism Board… 
 

Brrrr… It’s cold outside!  As Winter brings us more frigid weather, let us please stop and think of those who 
are really feeling the cold.  The evangelism board will be collecting new and well-cared-for gloves, mittens, warm 
hats, and scarves during the month of January.  We will deliver the collection to Families in 
Transition and Liberty House.  Please drop off your donations in the baskets in the 
Fellowship Hall entrance foyer.  Thanks! 
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Former long-time members of Immanuel, Melli and Willy 

celebrating Christmas in their home in Germany.  We miss 

them! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

           The altar decorated to receive our glorious    

                               Savior and King! 
Dear Immanuel Family, 
 

You are a treasure.  What joy it was for me to have you come and sing for us and see your smiling, shining faces!  You 

made me and many of my friends here very happy.  I thank you from my heart.   You left me with a warm feeling, that 

I am still a part of you.  The over 31 years, that Rolf and I have been in your midst carry fond memories.  I will never 

forget you. Thank you for your prayers, good wishes, cards, and most of all for Pastor’s faithful visits.  My prayers 

are with all of you. May our dear Lord Jesus, who’s coming to Earth to rescue and save us from our bitter sins we 

celebrate again, grant you a Merry Christmas and a healthy Happy New Year. His blessings be with you always! 
 

I love you all, 

Lilo 
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Preschool News 
  

December was a very busy month at Immanuel Christian Preschool.  We 

heard the Christmas story from the angel's visit to Mary, to Jesus' birth, to the angels telling the shepherds the 

good news, and to the shepherds visiting the infant Jesus and telling others about what they had seen.  What a 

glorious and exciting story! 
 

Now we are ready to settle into another new month.  We will be learning about the color white, working with geometric 

shapes, learning more alphabet letters, playing in and with snow, and looking forward to pajama day!  In our spare 

minutes, we will continue to explore our world, paint beautiful pictures, squish play dough, build with blocks, work on 

giant puzzles with our friends, learn new songs and have lots of fun! 
 

Our Bible stories will teach us about Jesus as a young boy, Jesus when He was visiting the temple with His parents, 

and how Jesus loved and blessed the small children who came to see Him.  Through all of these stories, 

we will continue to see God's love for us and how Jesus also loves us. 
 

Here are some pictures of our visit to Noel’s Tree Farm in December.  Brrrr… very cold, but so much 

fun!!! 
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ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL???     We’ve got your Super Bowl snack right here!! 
 

Starting January 2nd, Immanuel Christian Preschool will launch a Little Caesars fundraising event 
to raise money for future fieldtrips, special events and school supplies.  Our sales period will be 
from Jan. 2nd to Jan 12th.  Please consider participating in this worthwhile event.  Orders and money 
need to be turned in by Friday, Jan. 12th.  Delivery date will be Monday, Jan. 22nd.  Checks should be 

made payable to “Immanuel Christian Preschool” with “Pizza Fundraiser” on memo line. If you have any questions or need 
any help, please see Mrs. (Tammy) Wilkie.  We expect that this Little Caesars Pizza Kit fundraiser will be a great success!  
As always, we appreciate your support!   
 

SCHOOL SAFETY – A safety reminder: all doors to the church and preschool will be locked during school hours. If you plan to 

come to the school or church during school hours, you can call Cristina (622-0309) and let her know when you are arriving. 

Cristina will give your name to our teachers and to be expecting you. You will be asked to show your ID (through the window) 

before being admitted to the building. If you arrive unannounced, Cristina will come to the door and verify your identify before 

admitting you to the building. Once we get to know and recognize you, you will not have to go through these procedures. This 

has been our school policy for the last 9 years, but this is a good time to remind everyone that we need to be extra careful and 

go the extra mile to protect the little children who have been entrusted to our care. 

 
GOOD SEARCH INTERNET SEARCH ENGINE – This is an on-going fundraiser activity for our preschool.  

Whenever you need to do an internet search, please use GOOD SEARCH instead of Google or Yahoo.  When 

you first use GOOD SEARCH, you can designate “Immanuel Christian School, Manchester, NH” as your 

fundraising charity.  Please tell others about this!  

 
NH FOOD BANK –  

 

JANUARY DONATION – SPAGHETTI SAUCE 

    

             

  FEBRUARY DONATION – TUNA   
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January 2018 
 

Sunday Monday 1/1 Tuesday 1/2 Wednesday 1/3 Thursday 1/4 Friday 1/5 Saturday 1/6 
 

  
5 pm Confirmation 
Class 
7 pm Elders Mtg. 

6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal  

  

1/7  Baptism of Our Lord 1/8 1/9 1/10 1/11 1/12 1/13 

9 am Sunday School and Adult 
Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with Holy 
Communion 

 6:30 pm Property 
Board Mtg. (FH) 
6:30 pm 
Preschool Board 
Mtg 

5 pm Confirmation 
Class 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 pm Heritage 
Quilt Guild (FH) 

 

1/14  2nd Sunday a. Epiphany 1/15 1/16 1/17 1/18 1/19 1/20 

9 am Sunday School and Adult 
Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with Holy 
Communion 

No School – 
MLK Day 

 5 pm Confirmation 
Class 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 8:30am to 11:30am 
Church Council 
Meeting (FH) 
 

1/21  3rd Sunday a. Epiphany 1/22 1/23 1/24 1/25 1/26 1/27 

9 am Sunday School and Adult 
Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with Holy 
Communion 

6:30 pm Stamp 
Club (FH) 

 5 pm Confirmation 
Class 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

  

1/28  4th Sunday a. Epiphany 1/29 1/30 1/31    

9 am Sunday School and Adult 
Bible study 
10 am Divine Service with Holy 
Communion 

  5 pm Confirmation 
Class 
 

   

Attention church officers, board chairs, and other group leaders: As you plan your meetings and events, please contact the church office to 
add to the calendar and make sure there are no scheduling conflicts. Even if events are not held at Immanuel, we’d like a calendar that shows all 
of Immanuel’s activities so that anyone who’s not currently a member of your group will feel welcome and know when to attend. 
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People serving at Divine Service January 2018 
 

Date Usher Acolyte Communion 

Assistant 

Lector Greeters Altar Care 

1/7/2018 Jim Mange, Ed 

Flaherty, 

Richard 

Campbell 

Kevin Mange Kent Freshour, 

Doug Gootee 

Cindy Ouellette Cindy Grenier, Joel 

Applegate 

Karen Colageo, Marcia 

Blakeman 

1/14/2018 Joel Applegate, 

Maria Love, 

Kent Freshour 

Volunteer Jim Mange, 

Howard Helwig 

Claire Flaherty Ed & Claire Flaherty Donna Houle & Marina 

Kirsch 

1/21/2018 Rita Hennessey, 

Ken & 

Roseanna 

Koehlert 

Gabriel 

Robinson 

Jim Wilkie, Dan 

Blakeman 

David Sanderson David & Katherine 

King 

Rita Hennessy, Cynthia 

Grenier 

1/28/2018 Kevin Mange, 

Helgard & 

Marina Kirsch 

volunteer Rick Otte, Doug 

Gootee 

Dick 

Buechsenschuetz 

Dick & Lyn 

Buechsenschuetz 

Wendy Wilkie & 

Roseann Helwig 
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         JANUARY                 JANUARY  BAPTISMAL                                            JANUARY     

       BIRTHDAYS                  BIRTHDAYS                        ANNIVERSARIES  
 

1    Ray Ackerman                              6   Lyn Buechsenschuetz    25  Paul & Nancy Skar   
      Kathy Mange                                   19   Kathy Mange                        
5    Melissa Otte                     28   Bradley Houle    
6    Richard Love 
16  Kent Freshour 
24  Laura Wagenaar 
28  Maria Love 
29  Deb Integliia 
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Lutheran Church Extension Fund – Have You Invested Yet? 
 

Join the other Immanuel members that have 
already invested in LCEF These funds are 
used in the New England District to make 
loans to our sister churches to build or 
remodel churches, schools and parsonages.  
While your money is doing this important 
work, you earn a competitive rate of return.  
This is the only investment you can make that 
is designated solely to further God’s 
kingdom as we are directed by the Great 
Commission.  All LCEF investments have two 
things in common: 1) LCEF loans funds to 
ministries of the LCMS and 2) LCEF 
investments pay a competitive rate of 
interest. 
 

Simply put, with an LCEF investment, 
investors get the added satisfaction of 
knowing that your investment supports 
ministry; your dollars are working to build the 
kingdom of God. We call this Spiritually 
Responsible Investing. Your investment 
funds not only help build churches, schools, 
seminaries, Synodical colleges, and more, 
but are also available to you and your family 
when you need them.  
 

Special Programs for new investors: The 
Young Investors’ Club – helps teach 
children about Discipleship and Stewardship 
by making it possible to invest in church 
growth.  This investment for investors under 
the age of 19 has an added incentive for 
saving on the first $1000 invested! The 
Connect PLUS! Two-Year Fixed Term Note 
provides a special rate for New Investors on 
the first $5000 invested and a great rate on 
anything over the initial $5000. 
Check the rates for details. 

 

Contact Doug and Marcia Gootee, Immanuel’s 
LCEF representatives at (603) 548-0262 for 
more information, or contact LCEF directly at 
1-800-THE-LCEF or log on to www.LCEF.org. 
 

Here are the interest rates that have been set for 

January 2018:  
 

Term Notes 
(a certificate of deposit - $500 minimum deposit): 
Six months:     0.625% (0.626% APY) 
Nine months:     0.750% (0.752% APY) 
One Year:    1.500% (1.508% APY) 
Eighteen Months:  1.625%             (1.635% APY) 
Two years:    1.750% (1.762% APY) 
Three years:     1.875% (1.888% APY) 
Five years:    2.500% (2.524% APY) 
 

Partner PLUS! 
Two years Up to $25,000:  2.000%  (2.015% APY) 
Four years Up to $25,000:  2.500%  (2.524% APY) 
Four years Over  $25,000:  1.000%  (1.005% APY) 
 

Connect PLUS! Two-Year Fixed ($500 minimum 
deposit)  
Up to $5,000:                      3.000% (3.034% APY)  
Over $5,000:                       1.000% (1.004% APY) 
 

Floating Rate Term Notes 
(A certificate of deposit - $100 minimum deposit) 
Thirty months:    1.450%  (1.458% APY) 
Sixty months:     1.875%    (1.888% APY) 
 

Dedicated Certificates 
(a savings account - $10 minimum deposit) 
Less than $1,000 bal.:  0.125%       (0.125% APY) 
$1,000 to $5,000 bal.:   0.250%       (0.250% APY) 
Over $5,000 balance:   0.375%       (0.376% APY) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
(These are limited-transaction checking accounts.) 
 

Y.I. Steward Account 
(Young Investors under 18) 
$25 - $999.99              3.500%       (3.557% APY) 
$1000 and over:              1.000%       (1.005% APY) 
 

Family Emergency Steward Account* 
$25 minimum deposit: 1.000% (1.005% APY) 
*monthly electronic transfers required until balance 
reaches $10,000 
 

Regular Steward Account 
($100 minimum deposit) 
Less than $1,000:         0.375%         (0.376% APY) 
$1,000 - $5,000:             0.500%         (0.501% APY) 
$5,000 - $10,000:           0.625%         (0.627% APY) 
$10,000 and over:         0.875%         (0.879% APY) 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund is to provide opportunity to 
make funds and services available in support 
of the Great Commission through the 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. 
 
 

 

http://www.lcef.org/

